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His conclusion was only natural, from the infor-
mation he had at hand, because I had not commu-
nicated to the department our arrangements, which
were quite obvious precautions to us who were on
the spot. We appreciated that so loosely organized
a national entity as the Chinese Empire could not
enforce the neutrality laws.

In this connection I received rather a surprising
cable on April 2 from Secretary Long. He reminded
me of the well-known international law, that after
the outbreak of hostilities further supplies and coal
could not be obtained at the neutral ports, except
to enable me to proceed home. He concluded as
follows: "Only the Japanese ports are available as
storehouse. Should advise storehouse at Nagasaki,
Japan, for the base of supplies or supply steamer to
accompany the squadron/'

If any nation in the world would be scrupulous
in the enforcement of every detail of neutrality it
would be Japan. It hardly seemed possible that we
could have made some secret diplomatic arrange-
ment with her of which I had not been fully advised.
Indeed, such an arrangement was a little too good
to be true to any one who knew the Far East.

In order to be sure of my ground, I sent this cable
to the American minister to Japan: "Am informed,
in case of war with Spain, Japanese ports can be
used by this squadron as base for supplies and coal.
Is this correct?" Minister Buck sent the followingder had actually no base to fall back
